
Surgical Infection Prevention (SIP) 

The risk of wound infection after surgery can be reduced when hospital care providers 
administer the correct antibiotics at the right time on the day of surgery. Antibiotics are 
medicines to prevent and treat infections.

Using preventive measures, such as appropriate antibiotics before, during and up to 24 
hours after surgery, clipping the surgical site versus shaving, and keeping the patient 
warm during the perioperative period have all been shown to reduce the likelihood of 
infection as a complication.

Percent of Surgery Patients who were given an antibiotic at the right time 
(within one hour before surgery) to help prevent infection

as of Q2 2009
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Percent of Surgery Patients whowere given the right kind of antibiotic to 
help prevent infection as of Q2 2009
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Percent of Surgery Patients whose preventative antibiotics were stopped at 
the right time (within 24 Hours after surgery) as of Q2 2009
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Percent of all heart surgery patients whose blood sugar (blood glucose) is 
kept under good control in the days right after surgery as of Q2 2009
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Percent of surgery patients needing hair removal from the surgical area before 
surgery, who had hair removed using a safer method (electric clippers or hair 

removal cream not razor) as of Q2 2009
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Percent of Surgery Patients whose doctors ordered treatment to prevent blood 
clots after certain types of surgeries as of Q2 2009
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Percent of Surgery Patients who got treatment at the right time (within 24 hours 
before or after surgery) to help prevent blood clots after certain types of 

surgeries as of Q2 2009
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